(Insert date)
(Your contact information)
Dear (insert congressman, senator)
A recent tragedy drastically changed the life of 20-year-old Airman Colton James Read, when a surgery to remove his gallbladder resulted in the loss of his legs.

The surgery was conducted July 9, in the David Grant Medical Center, on Travis Air Force Base while Colton was on active duty. The Airman’s doctor nicked the aorta artery, and in repairing the artery, stopped blood flow to the legs – resulting in amputation. The doctor who performed the procedure referred to the mistake as a “human error.”
On behalf of Colton and his family, I am requesting your assistance in four areas:
1.      Move Colton as soon as possible to Brooks Medical Center’s Intrepid Center, in San Antonio.  His and Jessica’s entire family support system is located in the Dallas – Ft. Worth area.  It is an extreme financial burden on the family with him being more than 1,600 miles away from home. The Air Force refuses to pay lodging expenses for his entire family.
 2.      Please prevent the Air Force from medically discharging or medically retiring Colton until Colton is able to recover enough to be part of this decision-making process. As we understand it, a medical discharge would provide Colton with merely $1,600 each month. In addition to the financial hardship, Colton will have not only lost the ability to walk but the ability to fulfill his dreams with the Air Force. As an airman, Colton uses his eyes, not his legs, to perform his duties.
 3.      Please initiate an investigation into Colton’s surgery, the history of this surgeon, and the laws surrounding the issue.  
 4.      Please make the necessary changes to ensure that victims of medical malpractice in a military setting receive adequate compensation. It is our belief that a federal law prohibits medical compensation for victims of medical malpractice in a military setting. Furthermore, it is our understanding that the military will not pay any of his medical expenses for treatment at non-military facilities. 
Thank you helping Colton and his family. 
Sincerely,
